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Chapter 1: Origins and Evolution of the Vice Presidential Home State Advantage
After being elected the first vice president of the United States, John Adams embarked upon a week-long journey from his home in Braintree, Massachusetts, to the nation's then-capital, New York City, on the picturesque spring day of April 13, 1789.
The 54-year old Adams, who had contributed so greatly to the government of his state and the birth of a new nation, was treated to a "hero's send-off" by the people of his state and his region -punctuated by cannon salutes, municipal awards, and the gift of a locally manufactured brown broadcloth inaugural suit -as he traveled ceremoniously with a parade of cavalrymen and a forty-carriage caravan along the southwestern route. His neighbors' celebratory spirit bespoke pride and confidence not only in Adams and his achievements, but also in the knowledge that a leader from their own stock would now hold the second-highest office in the nation's new system of government. And so, "All While surely gratified by such celebrations -he did, after all, have a reputation for inordinate vanity -Adams was considerably less enthusiastic than his fellow New Englanders about the vice presidency. "My country," he famously lamented, "has in its wisdom contrived for me the most insignificant office that ever the invention of man contrived or his imagination conceived. 
Historical Perspective
Whereas the president's power expanded, through evolving constitutional interpretation and executive assertion, from the Washington Administration to Franklin Roosevelt's establishment of "The Modern Presidency," the vice president's power(lessness) remained static and comically underwhelming until the mid-to latetwentieth century. In the meantime, its reputation as a dead-end job for politicians whose only prospect of relevance lay in presidential mortality made the vice presidency the butt of endless jokes -and not least among individuals who actually held the office. Most famous is the story of two brothers, variously attributed to Vice Presidents Thomas most effective service was to persuade their "friends and neighbors," through reputation or activity, to support the presidential ticket. Voters, it was assumed, would be more responsive to an appeal from "one of our own." Johnson's appeal to Kennedy was multifaceted, to be sure, but no factor attracted more attention then or now than LBJ's potential to secure electoral votes throughout the In conclusion, Rothenberg ridicules the ongoing veepstakes obsession. "So go ahead and have fun if you enjoy listening to the speculation," he writes.
The Early Republic
Play the VP selection game at cocktail parties or around the kitchen world -up to and including this blog -is consumed at the moment with trying to divine the identity of Mitt Romney's vice presidential pick," Cillizza provides this stark cautionary note: "The simple reality is that the vice presidential pick -viewed through the lens of recent history -has almost no broad influence on the fate of the ticket and, to the extent the VP choice has mattered, it's been in a negative way." As for considerations of a home state or region advantage: "The most common argument for why the vice presidential pick matters is geography. But, there's scant evidence in recent VP picking that geography really matters." In fairness, Cillizza's focus here seems to be on the selection process more than voting behavior. Nonetheless, he labels the vice presidential pick as "overrated," describes the impact of running mates as neutral or negative, and the column includes a photo with the caption: "Lyndon B. Johnson (second from left), the last VP pick that really mattered" -from which a reader clearly draws the conclusion that vice presidential candidates do not deliver home states or regions.
Cillizza does, however, go on to credit Al Gore with delivering not only Tennessee but much of the south twenty years earlier:
The last vice presidential pick who could make a real argument that he helped the presidential nominee win a swing state or one that leaned Likewise, Tim Pawlenty "has been elected twice in a Democratic-leaning state that is almost certain to be a battleground in the fall."
An Enduring Perception
Rothenberg and Cillizza are not unique; rather, they exemplify a profound disconnect common if not pervasive among political commentators between how they characterize the vice presidential home state advantage, in general, and how they apply that knowledge to specific cases. This is not to say that they are dishonest or even wrong in doing so; rather, it is to say that, emphatic declarations to the contrary notwithstanding, the perception of a vice presidential home state advantage is not dead, after all.
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In Chapter 2, we provide more systematic analysis to justify this claim. We begin by analyzing the content of "veepstakes" candidates' profiles appearing in major media outlets, to gauge journalists' perception of a vice presidential home state advantage.
Then, to determine whether this perception is shared by the individuals most directly affecting vice presidential selection, we turn our attention to the presidential campaignspecifically, to top campaign advisors and the presidential candidates themselves. 3 Proposed and ratified in the wake of President Kennedy's assassination in 1963, the Twenty-fifth Amendment provides for vice presidential succession in cases of the president's death or removal from office (Section 1), and when the president is declared "unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office" (Section 3).
